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PROGRAMME OVERVIEW

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9

18:30

Informal welcome dinner for early arrivals at the Restaurant
Léwenzorn, Basel

THURSDAY, JUNE 10

09:15 Welcome by BAKBASEL

09:25 Welcome addresses by the IBF patrons

09:45 International Benchmarking Database: Update 2010

10:15 International Benchmarking Forum 2010: Introduction

10:45 Networking & coffee break

11:15 Sustainable performance of companies and countries

12:00 Openness and integration as a regional asset

12:30 Lunch

14:00 Welcome address by the government of Basel-Stadt

14:10 The Far East and changes in the international division of work

14:30 New research results on different regional strategies and the
impact of location factors on sustainable growth

15:00 Conclusions of the day & discussion

15:30 Hotel break

16:30 Transfer to Briiglingen (Merian Park, Botanical Gardens)

17:00 Guided tours at the organic farm of Merian Park

18:00 The «Cradle to Cradle®» concept: sustainable material flows

19:00 Drinks & dinner at Villa Merian

FRIDAY, JUNE 11

09:00 Introduction

09:10 Technological and societal changes: A vision for 2030

09:55 The Ecological Footprint

10:25 Economic sustainability of tourism in the Alpine Space

10:45 Networking & coffee break

11:15 Sustainable concepts and their impact on regional policies: some
hypotheses followed by panel discussion

11:30 Sustainable concepts and their impact on regional policy: panel
discussion

12:20 Closing address

12:30 Farewell lunch



ABOUT THE FORUM

Sustainability has become a buzzword over the last years. Originating in
natural sciences, it is used today in many different contexts and various
meanings. For BAKBASEL sustainability is by no means restricted to ecological
issues, it rather describes stable processes of all kinds that can last for a very
long time. Thus, the term sustainability can be applied to demographic, social
and or economic developments as well as to public finances.

When it comes to economic performance of regions, sustainability means
maintaining competitiveness. This requires both a constant observation of the
latest world trends and ongoing monitoring of the own position. This year's
International Benchmarking Forum will give you and update on relevant global
trends and how they impact European regions.

The recent economic turmoil unambiguously demonstrates that the economic
evolution is far from stable. While such times might be exciting and a chal-
lenge for every economist to understand, most policy makers prefer a
smoother performance. Sustainable growth has thus become an almost magic
term. However, we should keep in mind that the path of sustainable develop-
ment is rather narrow.

Narrow because deviations on both sides may prove to be unsustainable. Too
low growth will lead to rising unemployment while too high growth always
contains the seed of the next bubble and the next recession.

It is also narrow because besides the economics textbooks' functions of gov-
ernment there are many additional conditions relating to a number of factors
which have become relevant over the last decades. They include the environ-
ment, climate change, demographic change, immigration and intercultural
integration.

What will the future hold and how can European politicians and other decision
makers deal with the unknown future? Given the numerous and diverse chal-
lenges, how can we best prepare for sustainable economic development? How
can we render and keep our regions competitive for the next decade? These
are just some of the questions that will be discussed at this year's Interna-
tional Benchmarking Forum.



THURSDAY, JUNE 10, 2010: MORNING SESSION

09:15 Welcome by BAKBASEL
Prof. Dr. Urs Miiller, Director & Chief Economist, BAKBASEL

09:25 Welcome addresses on behalf of the Patrons
Delegate from the government of the Swiss Confederation

09:45 How did regional competitiveness develop during the
economic turmoil: results from the International Bench-
marking Database Update 2010
Martin Eichler, Senior Economist, Executive Board, BAKBASEL

10:15 Sustainable Competitiveness for Europe and its Regions:
introduction to the International Benchmarking Forum
2010
Prof. Dr. Urs Miiller, BAKBASEL

10:45 Networking & coffee break

The forum starts with two general
presentations. (1): The most recent
results from the  International
Benchmarking Database 2010 (IBD
2010) which include for the first time
the 2009 data. (2): An overview of the
International Benchmarking Forum
2010 theme «sustainable competitive-
ness» and the different elements
related to this topic. The data update will especially focus on the indices on
economic performance, attractiveness of regions and structural potential
which BAKBASEL has developed over the last years. Where can we see major
changes in the different rankings? How are the regions positioned for the
upturn?

"Sustainability" has become a common and frequently used word. What does
it mean in the context of regional economic development? Where are the
biggest challenges and the issues we will have to cope with? The introduction
to sustainable competitiveness will highlight the relevant aspects and provide
the theoretical background for the discussions of the conference.



THURSDAY, JUNE 10, 2010: MORNING SESSION (continued)

11:15 Sustainable performance of companies and countries:
what can regions learn from sustainable asset manage-
ment strategies?

Andreas Knorzer, Vice-Director and Head Sarasin Sustainable
Investment, Bank Sarasin & Cie AG, Basel

12:00 New challenges endangering the sustainability of regional
economies: openness and integration as a regional asset
Dr. Andrea Wagner, Economist, BAKBASEL

12:30 Lunch

The economist Andreas Knorzer will demonstrate how asset managers evalu-
ate the sustainability of companies, industries and countries. Can these con-
cepts help regions to evaluate their own sustainability? Do the criteria of asset
managers provide guidance to identify focal points for regional sustainability
concepts?

The long term — or sustainable —
growth perspectives of regions as well
as their international competitiveness
are endangered by a number of chal-
lenges. As Richard Florida clearly
demonstrates in his work, openness
and the capacity to integrate all
segments of the population count
among these. This can be perceived
either as a threat to regional sustainable development or as a great opportu-
nity to gain competitive advantages for a region.




THURSDAY, JUNE 10, 2010: AFTERNOON SESSION

14:00 Welcome address by the government of Basel-Stadt
Dr. Eva Herzog, Member of the government, Canton Basel-Stadt
14:10 New challenges endangering the sustainability of regional
economies: the Far East and changes in the international
division of work
Prof. Dr. Urs Milller, Director & Chief Economist, BAKBASEL
14:30 Diverse needs for diverse regions: long term impact of
location factors in different types of regions
Michael Grass, Senior Economist, BAKBASEL
15:00 Conclusions of the day & discussion
Chaired by Greg Clark, Cities & Regions, London
15:30 Hotel break

In the afternoon session, the roles of different regions both on the global and
the European level are discussed. One of the challenges to European regions
is the rise of new competitors especially from East Asia. These new competi-
tors are seeking for their share in the world economy thus forcing European
regions to reposition themselves.

Recent research results allow a more
differentiated view of the importance
of certain location factors for
differently structured regions and their
long-term growth. This helps defining
long term strategies for different
types of regions.



THURSDAY, JUNE 10, 2010: EVENING PROGRAMME

16:30 Transfer to Briiglingen (Merian Park, Botanical Gardens)

17:00 Guided tours Bio Farm of Merian Park (German & English)

18:00 The «Cradle to Cradle®» concept: sustainable material
flows
Prof. Dr. Michael Braungart, Cradle to Cradle® Chair at the Dutch
Research Institute for Transition, Erasmus University Rotterdam

19:00 Drinks & dinner at Villa Merian
Welcome Address by the government of Basel-Landschaft
Sabine Pegoraro, Member of the government, Canton Basel-
Landschaft

The venue for this years evening
programme is the Merian Park, part of
one of the largest charitable founda-
tions of Basel (since 1886). The key
note speech will be held by Prof.
Michael Braungart. His cradle to
cradle® (C2C) concept of eco-
effectiveness presents a positive
agenda based on maximizing the
ablllty of |ndustry to truly support the natural and human environment around
it. The successfully interdependent nature of biological systems suggests that
achieving a sustainable system of consumption and production is not a matter
of reducing the footprint of our activities on this planet, but transforming the
footprint into a source of replenishment for those systems that depend on it.

After the keynote speech, guided tours at the organic farm of Merian Park are
offered (German and English language). The farm is also serves as an educa-
tional project for learners in the region of Basel. Roughly 600 students attend
specific courses and tours at the farm each year.



FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 2010: MORNING SESSION

09:00 Introduction

09:10 Technological and societal changes:
a foresight for 2030
Dr. Karlheinz Steinmiiller, Scientific Director, Z-Foresight Institute

09:55 The ecological part of sustainable development:
the ecological footprint
Mathis Wackernagel, President, Global Footprint Network

10:25 New challenges endangering the sustainability of regional
economies: economic sustainability of tourism in the
Alpine Space
Christian Hunziker, Economist, BAKBASEL

10:45 Networking & coffee break

On Friday morning, we will take a look further into the future. Dr. Steinmiiller
is an expert in predicting technological and societal trends and identifying
weak signals and wild cards which may become relevant over the next 20
years. He will share with us ideas on which developments regions could face
in the coming two decades and his visions of what the world could look like in
2030.

In focusing on the economic
sustainability and the competitiveness
of regions, the IBF 2010 must also
address the ecological dimension.
Mathis Wackernagel, founder of the
Global Footprint Network, will explain
its concept and applications on the
national and regional level.

Finally, we will take a look tourism,
one of the sectors most affected by climate change and rising energy and
transportation costs. Many regions are particularly vulnerable as they are
highly dependent on the tourism industries, such as mountainous regions in
the Alpine Space.



FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 2010: MORNING SESSION (continued)

11:15 Sustainable concepts and their impact on regional policy:
some hypotheses
Martin Eichler, Senior Economist, Executive Board, BAKBASEL

11:30 Sustainable concepts and their impact on regional policy:
panel discussion

m  Mathis Wackernagel, President, Global Footprint Network
Dr. Karlheinz Steinmiiller, Z-Punkt, Berlin
Greg Clark, Director, Cities & Regions, London
Peter Kuppers, Department of Environment and Sustain-
able Development, Provincie Limburg, Netherlands
Chair: Dr. Barbara Rigassi, Managing Partner, BHP - Brugger and
Partners Ltd. Zurich

12:20 Closing address
Prof. Dr. Urs Mdller, BAKBASEL

12:30 Farewell lunch

The International Benchmarking Forum 2010 rounds up with a general discus-
sion. What are the issues and conclusions from the discussion on sustainability
for regions? Which consequences have to be considered for regional economic
strategies? What can change in a region's policy? The issues will be taken up
by a panel of internationally renowned experts, stimulated by a set of hy-
potheses.

SAVE THE DATE:
INTERNATIONAL BENCHMARKING FORUM 2011
June 8-10, 2011, Hilton Auditorium, Basel



The International Benchmarking Programme (IBP)

The International Benchmarking Programme (IBP), established by BAKBASEL
in the Mid-Nineties, provides tools on the regional level: the perception and
early diagnosis of economic chances regarding strengths and weaknesses as
well as the monitoring of opportunities and risks. Benchmarking is a means to
compare and assess the multitude of regional location factors and the success
of national and regional policy strategies to exploit their potential.

To assess the regional competitiveness, BAKBASEL developed a so far un-
matched and unique database: the International Benchmarking Database
(IBD). The IBD comprises the main indicators of economic performance as
well as quantitative indicators on the quality of important location factors for
more than 1500 regions and regional aggregates in 27 countries (Europe, USA
and Asia), 45 industries and additional industry aggregates.

Sample: BAK Performance Index




GENERAL INFORMATION

Registration Fee
®  Euro 480.— (VAT included)
m Patronage reductions upon request

Admission Free of Charge
m  Members of BAKBASEL's International Benchmarking Programme
(IBP): Number of delegates according to contract
m Delegates of Research Institutes from BAKBASEL's International
Benchmarking Network
m  Speakers, Chairpersons, and Special Guests

Registration
m  Closing date for all registrations: May 28, 2010
m  After this date no refund is given for cancellations
m Admission fees are due upon registration

Please note that delegates of regional/national governments and other institu-
tions which are not members of BAKBASEL's International Benchmarking
Programme, receive a refund of admission fees if they join the International
Benchmarking Programme before December 31, 2010.

The Admission includes
m  Forum Participation
®m  Forum documentation (paper version/CD)
m Light refreshments, coffee and luncheons
m  Evening Programme

Language
®m  Forum language is English

Venue
= Auditorium Béloise, Hilton Basel, Aeschengraben 31, 4051 Basel
www.hilton.de/Basel (in walking distance from the central railway sta-
tion and public transport)

Organisation
m  BAKBASEL
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